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Home ISBA Past President John O'Brien named vice

resident with Attorneys’ Title Guaranty Fund
Category P y ty Yodle Law
Practice News John G. O’Brien, one of the most recognized attormeys in REHHY Works
CLE linois, has been named vice president and counsel at
Feople Attorneys’ Title Guaranty Fund. Inc. (ATG). ©'Brien has
Events resigned from the ATG Board of Directors to assume his

Member Services

new responsibilities; Chicago attorney Jonathan Sherry

ISBA News replaced him.
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O'Brien, who has practiced law in Arlington Heights since

Region 1972, was president of the lllinois State Bar Association

Chicago Area (ISBA) in 2009-10 and is past president and current

Northern lllinois chairman of the board of directors of the lllinois Real Estate

Central lllinois Lawyers Association (IRELA), an organization he founded in \

Southern lllinois 1994. IRELA, composed of real estate attorneys from all LN

QOut of State comers of lllinois, is the only bar association that John G. 'EJrien
represents the interests solely of real estate attorneys. ATG

Popular Topics and IRELA have partnered over the years to advocate for real estate attorneys and the clients

Legal Mews Links (268) they sermve.
Obituaries (236)

Transitions (193) Largely through O'Brien’s advocacy efforts in the mid-90s, IRELA filed a lawsuit against a

Best Practice tips (177) large Chicago-area realtor to prevent its agents from engaging in the unauthorized practice of

lllinois Supreme Court (133] law by their efforts to offer what amounted to legal advice to home buyers. IRELA won the This Yodler is on the
Jun:li.cial .apunintments (102} lawsuit and cnntinues,. according to the ISBA, “to senve asa watchdog to prevent ) phone with another
Legislation (98 non-lawyers from offering what are essentially legal senvices to home buyers and sellers.

e : . e ; new client.
lllingis Bar Foundation (§9)  The impact of this ruling is clear not only for attorneys but also for the clients they represent.

Statewide Bar The ISBA also credits O'Brien with traveling throughout the state during his presidency,

Calendar which took place during a period of high foreclosure rates in lllinois, to help homeowners Be a Yodler
Search Archives hang on to their homes and, if foreclosure was inevitable, to help them understand the
process.
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Of his senvice to the lllinois bar, Peter Birnbaum, ATG president and chief executive officer,
notes, “John is one of the most beloved lawyers in lllinois. Through his founding and chairing
of IRELA and his presidency of the [SBA, he has built valuable relationships with law firms
throughout the state. We believe that John can use those skills to bring significant value to
ATG, naot only from a marketing standpoint but also through the advocacy we provide lawyers
on a daily basis.”
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