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Foreclosure
assistance line
open Saturday

Volunteer attorneys will
answer questions Saturday,
Jan. 10, from homeowners at
risk of foreclosure on a help
line operated by Attorneys’
Title Fund Inc.

The line, (800) 252-0402,
will be active from 9 a.m. until
noon Saturday.

Lawyers will deal with ques-
tions about what to do when
falling behind on mortgage
payments, strategies to help
borrowers keep their homes
and avoiding rescue and mod-
ification scams.

Free counseling help is
available.







for borrowers on brink of foreclosure
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Now local and na’tionél groups are
gearing up for what they fear will be
a busy January while they wait to see

“We're trying to prevent people

from falling victim to scams and steer

ers to the appropriate housing coun-
people in the right direction,” he said.

seling agencies.

On the morning of Jan. 10, a group

of local real estate lawyers will offer

free legal advice to worried home-

owners as part of a foreclosure hel-

efforts to meet that challenge.

what assistance an Obama-led admin-

istration will offer.

Local scene

Please turn to Page 2
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pline. Attorneys
Fund Inc. has offered a gene

Liz Caton, director of counseling
services at the Northwest Side Hous-

ral legal
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Lifelines for
homeowners

Continued from Page 1

“To the extent that people are just falling
behind on their mortgage, we're trying to
give them steps to fix things. There are so
many types of rescue scams and loan
modification scams out there. They’'re not
all scams but you shouldn't have to pay
upfront to get help.”

The toll-free number to call Jan. 10 from
9 a.m. to noon is 800-252-0402. .

Meanwhile, Caton’s group is teaming
up with other housing groups and a credit
union to sponsor as many as five commu-
nity outreach events for consumers in
2009. The first is scheduled for Feb. 7 at
Truman College, 1145 W. Wilson Ave.

Neighborhood Housing Service, which
counseled 3,600 families at risk of foreclo-
sure this year in Chicago and Kane
County—twice as many as in 2007—plans
to continue offering one-on-one counsel-
ing with an expanded team of 22 counsel-
ors while also offering workshops four
nights a week and on Saturdays.

The workshops were a new addition
this year, and they will continue through
the end of 2009. Clients are asked to attend
a workshop before a counseling session
and the organization has found they offer
consumers more than information.

“The shame of [foreclosure] is going
away when they realize it’s not just
them,” said Michael Van Zalingen, direc-
tor of homeownership services at Neigh-
borhood Housing Services. “And when
they hear the reasons other get behind, it
makes them feel better.”

The agency also is expanding its out-
reach efforts by training people in the
community, like pastors, on where to
direct worried homeowners for assist-
ance.

Chicago’s housing department, which
offered 11 borrower outreach days in 2008,
plans to continue the series of events in
2009, and bring them to new neighbor-
hoods in 2009. The programs include
workshops, free legal assistance as well as
loan workout sessions with counselors
and lenders. The most recent one, at
North Park Village earlier this month,
drew a crowd of more than 850 people.

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is among
the lenders who attend those events, send-
ing teams of loan modification experts—
informally dubbed “mod squads”— to
work face-to-face with homeowners.
Through the first 11 months of 2008, Wells
Fargo attended more than 200 events na-
tionally, counseling more than 4,000 cus-
tomers.

“A1] the tools are being pulled out of the
box to see what we can do to preserve
homeownership,” said Ed Delgado, senior
vice president at Wells Fargo Home Mort-
gage. “Early intervention is key.”

mepodmolik@tribune.com
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“To the extent that people are just falling
behind on their mortgage, we're trying to
give them steps to fix things. There are so
‘many types of rescue scams and loan
modification scams out there. They’re not
all scams but you shouldn’t have to pay
upfront to get help.”

The toll-free number to call Jan. 10 from
9 a.m. to noon is 800-252-0402. .

Meanwhile, Caton's group is teaming
up with other housing groups and a credit
union to sponsor as many as five commu-
nity outreach events for consumers in
2009. The first is scheduled for Feb. 7 at
Truman College, 1145 W, Wilson Ave.

Neighborheod Housing Service, which
counseled 3,600 families at risk of foreclo-
sure this year in Chicago and Kane
County—twice as many as in 2007—plans
to continue offering one-on-one counsel-
ing with an expanded team of 22 counsel-
ors while also offering workshops four
nights a week and on Saturdays.

The workshops were a new addition
this year, and they will continue through
the end of 2009. Clients are asked to attend
a workshop before a counseling session
and the organization has found they offer
consumers more than information.

“The shame of [foreclosure] is going
away when they realize it’s not just
them,” said Michael Van Zalingen, direc-
tor of homeownership services at Neigh-
borhood Housing Services. “And when
they hear the reasons other get behind, it
makes them feel better.”

The agency also is expanding its out-
reach efforts by training people in the
community, like pastors, on where to
direct worried homeowners for assist-
ance.

Chicago's housing department, which
offered 11 borrower outreach days in 2008,
plans to continue the series of events in
2009, and bring them to new neighbor-
hoods in 2009. The programs include
workshops, free legal assistance as well as
loan workout sessions with counselors
and lenders. The most recent one, at
North Park Village earlier this month,
drew a crowd of more than 350 people.

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is among
the lenders who attend those events, send-
ing teams of loan modification experts—
informally dubbed “mod squads™— to
work face-to-face with homeowners.
Through the first 11 months of 2008, Wells
Fargo attended more than 200 events na-
tionally, counseling more than 4,000 cus-
tomers.

«All the tools are being pulled out of the
box to see what we can do to preserve
homeownership,” said Ed Delgado, senior
vice president at Wells Fargo Home Mort-
gage. “Early intervention is key.”

monndmolik@tribune.com




50¢ CITY & SUBURBS « $1 ELSEWHERE | LATE SPORTS FINAL | FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2008 | suntimes.com | SICK DAY? | 36° 23° Page 61

SI93jUMN[oA vIOINY JO Ajuein
-NH .10J 181U Ad[[BA X0

‘wIoy Mau B — Avpanjes

uo juasaad seunysiay) A[Jea us
241909 [|Im Aflwe) vloany Uy

asasd seunsuy)

j\ 599J aaisuadxa Led juoq o

L WOIfF10'mmm NS oM

s,puny fyuerens) afjLL, SAsu
-107Y 8} J1slA ‘ojul atow 104

‘ped)s

-ut djoy teda] 10 s10[asUN0D

aad} ‘payitenb Jno yoees pue djoy

Jo pury s1yj pIoAY ‘no4 J0J J10M

ay) op uwvd A3y} wife[o (410}

-epaad awos) sejuedwod Awepy

‘djay uonusaaad 2anso[0s.0j 10j

ya1 Sujaq Jaye pjos,sem ‘}sajuod
3snoy 0Sedyy) pjo-1eak-00T SiyL

‘suon

-do uopjeoyIpow ueo atofdxa
ued nok Aomb atour ayj ‘ons
-s[ 3y a8 pajMouyoB NOA Jo100S
ay, ‘sjuswrded o4k ypm

“uone[msuL A1End «

*519989Y 19)BM SSOP{UB],

godid 1a38M J01 paje[nsuf ¢

Buy3y yustoyye AJasug o
‘s8] pue sa[Burys

Joou [eLIajBwI paohoay o

~ 9]83n.1ys 0) m1Baq noA aynuw ‘soLIqe) pue sSna Jaqy

a3} Jopudj snok eIeN s
1083100 ¢ . ‘speLIgjoW Jul

‘pIojje usd nok Qgﬁnm LSO\A. -pling redoj
J8Y) JouUBW u1 no &QQQN “Buriooy
B U} SULI9) UBOJ . [eanieN e.
anoA omu%om 0] \ﬂﬁs ¥ /] gm\. .moo:ﬁw% ud
-auad nok djay -yjo Asliauy o
few .chw_ oy JOYJDI %NNQQ“R&\Q 'sjejs
i Joperp v -OuLISY[) ajqeult
Sy oy PINOM IOPUD]  “aisorg
JnoX uy noA deay . ) ‘SJueeas
03 Aem v puy Qﬁ QQQN QQ&Q..\. pue sjyured
B sopast  O1IsadOqUL o Sy
Y[, "3s0[2 §3q S 19puU ayy ogut sanbiu
-3.10J 09 }58433U1 " Q ¢ % QN -993 ueaad
159 5,18pUd| Y} Y uijou s13 juawajdur
ugjou sty ¢ 0} sfem Aueta
12INS0[0310] JO {SLI JB SIdUMO  S[Te)ap o Burepowratusasn

-awioY 0} [NJasn JSOWI SJ1APB . ‘2)sEM

© Jo syutod Joqyd aa.ay) a4 aIdl

*SI0JIPaJD pue sHUeq
Y1 aj813098u )59 03 MOY
pue 21ns0[23.10§ 03 pea] Lewr
781[) S3B)STUI UOUIUIOD PIOAB
07 MOt} ‘[3A8] ASLI BINSODAI0]
S[enplalpul Jnoqe 3olApe apla
-oad [ “ouj punyg £juerenn
3L ;SsAsurony Aq patosuods
‘auyd[aH aansopdalo, ay],
‘uoou 0] "WI'S § ‘01 "UBP U0 ZOV0
-292 (008) Sut[red uoAue 0)
[osunod (e8] 92.1 19JJ0 [im shou
-103}e 2)8)S9 [8ad J9IUN[OA

aujjdjay ainsojralog
ut

&aumﬁg_ J0j sjueid aAlIBN o

[eL1ajew padnpad pus uon
~BAIISUOD 90ANOSAL ‘UOIIBALDS
-uod A319ua y1enb are doopu)

SB YONS Sanssi Sapnjoul Jualdiys
pue 3[qelIo)wod Kyj[uay awoy
B Sunjew Jo ssaooad sy,
BSMay 9pudy jusplsalg
THVN pres ,J0Avapua snowt
-10U? UL SBA JUI[UO JUOAIIAD
09 9qEreAB 31 Sunjv pue stsaid
[8194as 958d 1) JoA0 P)OI|
-10d 24 3 aBpajmonst Surjapowt
-2 usaad ayy Jo |8 Juisseury,
*sqeyaa A[puaLy
A[[eIUaWUOIIAUS 0) P)BD
-Ipop BaoSurnapourasusaly
‘a)1s qa\\ MBU & payaune|
sy Axysnpu] Suijapoway 3y}

AJ0[3 19UL10] )1 01 pa10)sax
uddq S Afmpjuey
pue ‘asnoy mjnneaq

‘QLIO)SIY B Ssem ],

A3



* BELVIDERE.ILL.

The

=ILINCIS PRESS

— AS SO0 CIATION

With lilinois experiencing record-high home foreclosures
during 2008 and the current recession, at-risk and worried
homeowners could use some free legal advice. A team of
volunteer real estate attorneys will offer informative legal
counsel to anyone calling 1-800-252-0402 on’ Saturday,
January 10 from 9 a.m. until 12 noon. Counselors from
Neighborhood Housing Services will also be on hand to
help callers. ATG's Foreclosure Helpline will offer callers
valuable advice about three crucial areas of concern: 1)
Individuals’ foreclosure risk level; 2) How to avoid common
mistakes that may lead to foreclosure; and, 3) How to best
negotiate with banks and creditors. ' :





