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During the height of the foreclosure crisis in 
2009-2010, ATG and its partners sponsored 
14 workshops for at-risk homeowners.  
At these “Fix Your Mortgage” events, ATG 
agents, staff, and other volunteers assisted 
qualified homeowners in applying for loan 
modifications within the Home Affordable 
Modification Program.

ATG was founded in 1964 on the basis of preserving the 
lawyer’s role in real estate transactions for the benefit of the 
client. Since that time, ATG has made it a priority to promote 
the lawyer’s role in real estate transactions and advocate for 
the interests of lawyers and the clients they serve. No other 
title underwriter in the Midwest can make that claim.

 
Media Relations, Appearances, Participation  Throughout its history, ATG has 
embarked on media-relations campaigns and other promotional efforts to spread our 
core message, “Buying or Selling a Home? See a Lawyer First.” Here are  
some examples:

 � Published articles that appeared in daily and community newspapers

 � Appeared on television news spots and radio call-in shows

 � Sponsored the “See a Lawyer First,” billboard campaign

 � Hosted consumer call-in hotlines

Legislative Efforts  In addition to these consumer-facing efforts, ATG also has a long 
track record of fighting for the interests of lawyers and the consumers they serve. 
ATG’s senior staff and board frequently travel to Washington to meet with legislators, 
lobby, and testify before various committees.

Telling Our Story  Our website, electronic publications, and event coverage give a 
snapshot of who we are and what’s important to us. As part of our 50th anniversary 
celebration, we produced a video featuring ATG agents and staff. Snap the QR code, 
below, to check it out.

Articles  See inside for a sampling of articles and links that illustrate our efforts.  
Many are also available on the Advocacy in Action page of our website.

Protecting Your Interests in 
Washington and at Home

Leadership in “Fix Your  
Mortgage” Initiative

Being at the forefront of preserving the 
lawyer’s role in real estate transactions and 
protecting consumer rights means frequent 
trips to Washington for ATG President, 
Peter Birnbaum: 1987 with Senator Tom 
Railsback; 1995 at the White House with 
Richard Hart; and 2012 at the Capitol with 
then-president of ALTA Frank Pellegrini. 



This is  
ATG® Advocacy in Action
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ATG’s billboard off I-94
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ATG continues to 
be at the forefront of 
efforts to preserve 
the lawyer’s role 
in residential real 
estate transactions. 
Richard Hart and 
Peter Birnbaum 
traveled to the White 
House where they 
met with then Coun-
sel to the President, 
Abner Mikva, to 

discuss the proposed amendments to the Real Estate Settlement 
Procedures Act (RESPA). These amendments, if adopted, would 
impair attorneys’ ability to provide title services to their clients. 
Hart and Birnbaum also met with 16 Illinois Congressmen to 
discuss this subject. Because of this lobbying effort, the proposed 
RESPA Regulations were put on hold where they remain, at least 
for the time being.
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