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CLIENT BULLETIN 
ORDER FORM 

A Newsletter for ATG® Members’ Clients 
Provided by Attorneys’ Title Guaranty Fund, Inc. 

   

   

Client Bulletin is ATG’s customized 
quarterly newsletter for ATG members’ 
clients. In response to your demands, 
its scope includes a wide range of 
articles. We hope the newsletter 
appeals to a broad client spectrum. 

We welcome your suggestions for 
Client Bulletin articles. Print or type 
your suggestions in the space provided 
on the other side of this form. Please 
note that the sample request and issue 
order forms are also on the reverse. 

Please send this completed form with 
your check payable to Attorneys’ 
Title Guaranty Fund, Inc., to: 

Ed Sudlow 
Attorneys’ Title Guaranty Fund, Inc. 
P.O. Box 9136 
Champaign, IL 61826-9136.

 
 

 CONTACT    
 

Contact Person:  Member No.: 
 

 
 
 

 CUSTOM IMPRINT    
 Please type/print this information EXACTLY as you want it to appear on your issue(s) of Client Bulletin. 

When complete, return this form with your check made payable to Attorneys’ Title Guaranty Fund, 
Inc., to Ed Sudlow, ATG, P.O. Box 9136, Champaign, IL  61826-9136. 

 

 Firm Name:   

 Street Address:   

 City  State: Zip:  

 Phone: (          ) Fax:(          ) E-mail:   
 
 
 

 ADVERTISING MATERIAL    
 � Do   � Do Not (check one) print “Advertising Material” on my order for delivery to non-clients in 

compliance with Rule 7.3 of the Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct. If you do not make a selection, we 
will print “Advertising Material” on your order. See the sample issue, enclosed. 

 

 
 
 

 SHIPPING ADDRESS (No P.O. Boxes)  
 � Same as above     � Ship to the following address:  

 Firm Name:   

 Street Address:   

 City  State: Zip:  
 
 
 

 PAYMENT (See order information on back)  
 ��Payment is due at the time of your order. 

��Please make checks payable to Attorneys’ Title Guaranty Fund, Inc. Thank you! 
 

 AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $  Check No.   
 
 

Questions? Contact Ed Sudlow at 
(800) 252-0402, ext. 183 

 esudlow@atgf.com (over)



   

   

 

 
  

 

 

 

 PRICING  
 ��Client Bulletin is available in single issues or by a full-year (4-issue) subscription at reduced rates. 

��Subscribers will receive their order automatically as soon as each issue is published.  
��You may order at any time. 
 

 SINGLE ISSUES:  SUBSCRIPTION:   
 50  copies..............................................$20.00  50 of each issue ................................... $75.00  
 100  copies..............................................$30.00  100 of each issue ................................. $110.00  
 150  copies..............................................$37.50  150 of each issue ................................. $135.00  
 200  copies..............................................$45.00  200 of each issue ................................. $160.00  
 250  copies..............................................$50.00  250 of each issue ................................. $180.00  
 Each add’l 50 copies over 250..................$5.00  Each add’l 50 copies over 250................ $20.00  
 
 
 

 ORDER  
  Quantity  Amount  
 � SUBSCRIPTION     

 Please begin my subscription with Vol.   No.    $  

 � CURRENT ISSUE:     

 Vol. 10 No. 1: Rental Property Supplements Income  $  

 � BACK ISSUE(S): (see titles in Sample Request section below)    

 Vol.   No.    $  

 Vol.   No.    $  

 Vol.   No.    $  
 
 
 

 SAMPLE REQUEST  
 Please send me a sample copy of the following issue(s) of Client Bulletin: (Complete the Shipping Address

information on the front of this form) 
 

     

 � Vol. 9 No. 4: Land Trusts Can Benefit Property Owners � Vol. 7 No. 3: Revocable Living Trusts/Wills  
 � Vol. 9 No. 3: Landlord-Tenant Law � Vol. 7 No. 2: Title Insurance/Holding Joint Title  
 � Vol. 9 No. 2: Real Estate Foreclosures � Vol. 7 No. 1: Buyer/Seller Rights and Obligations  
 � Vol. 9 No. 1: The Elderly and Health Care  � Vol. 6 No. 4: Guardianship  
 � Vol. 8 No. 3: Beware! Do-it-Yourself Deeds Can Place  � Vol. 6 No. 3: Power of Attorney for Health Care/Property;  
 Your Property at Risk Living Wills  
 � Vol. 8 No. 2: For Sale by Owner: Navigating A  � Vol. 6 No. 2: Refinancing  
 Real Estate Transaction Without a Realtor � Vol. 6 No. 1: Reverse Mortgage  
 � Vol. 8 No. 1: Bankruptcy: Safe Haven or Pitfall? � Vol. 5 No. 1: Lawyer for Real Estate Transactions  
 
 
 

 ARTICLE SUGGESTIONS  
 What topic(s) would you like us to cover in future issues of Client Bulletin?  

   

   

   
 

If you wish to discuss suggestions for future issues, contact Terry Prillaman, Staff Attorney, at 
(800) 252-0402, ext. 105 

tprillam@atgf.com 
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RENTAL PROPERTY 

SUPPLEMENTS INCOME 

wning residential rental property 
can significantly supplement your 

income.  

Rental property comes in many forms: 
single-family homes; duplexes; apart-
ments; townhouses; and condominiums. 
Investing wisely, the rents received will 
cover all or most of the cost of owning 
and operating the property, including 
the mortgage, property taxes, insurance, 
utilities, and maintenance. In some 
cases, rental property generates enough 
additional income to pay for a separate 
residence.  

The Advantages Are Many 

While most owners of rental properties 
continue to draw income from other 
sources, the income from a rental prop-
erty can provide a financial cushion. In 
the event of the loss of another income 
source or some other unexpected finan-
cial emergency, the rental payments will 
be available as a source of income. 

If chosen wisely, residential rental prop-
erty is generally a stable investment. 
When valuing a rental property, the first 
consideration is the fair market value of 
the land and residential buildings. The 
potential rental income the property 
may produce is also a critical consid-
eration.  

Rental properties can be financed with a 
mortgage. A lender will include potential 
rental income with other earnings and 
assets of the borrower when deciding 
whether to grant a loan.  

Residential rental property can provide 
owners with tax savings in the form of 

increased tax deductions. In addition to 
mortgage interest payments, other ex-
penses related to rental property may be 
tax deductible. The expenses of owning 
and operating the rental property can be 
deducted from the building's income. In 
addition, depreciation on the rental por-
tion of the property is deductible, even if 
the value of the property increases. If the 
available deductions are greater than the 
income provided by the building, in 
some cases, the deductions could be 
used against total taxable income.  

Ask Yourself: What’s Right for Me? 

When making a decision about investing 
in rental property, consider these three 
important factors:  

Investment goals:  Are you looking for 
a long-term or short-term investment? 
Rental property is generally considered a 
long-term investment, providing stable 
income over a period of time. Most 
investment advisors discourage looking 
for a quick turnaround on rental 
property that results in a significant 
profit. Typically, rental property is 
viewed as a form of supplementary in-
come, or a method of building up a col-
lege fund or retirement nest egg.  

Budget:  It is important to determine 
how much you can realistically afford to 
invest in a rental property. Will it be 
necessary to finance a portion of the 
purchase price? What size down pay-
ment will be necessary? Are those funds 
available? If the property is not fully oc-
cupied, will you be able to make the 
mortgage and utility payments? Do you 
have sufficient funds to handle emer-
gencies? For example, if the heating and 
cooling system fails, do you have the 
funds to cover its replacement? Will in-
come from other employment be avail-

able to handle shortfalls, improvements, 
and emergencies? 

Investment Viability: How does this 
investment compare to other types of 
investments? Residential rental property 
has distinct advantages over some other 
investments. For example, residential 
rental property can provide similar 
growth potential as other real estate in-
vestments. However, if you live in part of 
the building and rent out the rest, not 
only have you provided yourself with a 
home, but you will also be receiving 
rental income to help pay for the costs 
of buying and maintaining that home. In 
addition, real estate investments can be 
less volatile than the stock market. On 
the other hand, stocks and bonds are 
easier to sell than real estate, and can 
provide a more rapid return on 
investment. 

Consider the Risks 

There are risks involved when investing 
in residential rental property. For exam-
ple, the value of the property may not 
grow as rapidly as expected or it may 
even go down in value. Or the property 
may cost more to operate than 
estimated. In some cases, the property 
may not comply with zoning or building 
inspection laws, requiring the outlay of 
additional funds for repairs.  

Some municipalities have regulations 
regarding rental units—not all proper-
ties are eligible to be rental properties. 
In addition, municipal governments can 
be notoriously fickle about tenant rights, 
and are capable of creating new regula-
tions that place a significant burden on 
landlords. These new regulations tend to 
target problems that are “in the news,” 
such as lead paint, noise abatement, and 
weatherization—all of which can result 

O



   

   

 

in a significant expense. In addition, 
municipalities are more often holding 
landlords liable for the actions of ten-
ants. That liability can extend to noise 
complaints, drug activity, and failure to 
provide a “safe living environment.”  

Many of these pitfalls can be avoided by 
contacting a real estate attorney with 
experience in the purchase of residential 
properties. We can assist you in mini-
mizing the risks involved in purchasing, 
leasing, and operating the property. 
(Many states have laws providing for 
tenant rights.) A properly drafted lease, 
for example, can protect the landlord 
from many common problems, such as 
non-payment of rent or utilities. A lease 
will also clarify the responsibilities of the 
landlord and tenant should legal action 
become necessary.  

A real estate attorney can also be helpful 
when preparing to sell a rental property 
for example, ensuring that the seller 
retains no continuing liability for the 
property or its tenants.  �

 

ATTORNEY NAME 
Address 
City, State  Zip 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

 

   

Legal advice varies depending on the facts; for 
that reason, the information in Client Bulletin
should not be acted on without consulting a 
lawyer. Advertising Material. 
 © ATG 03-01-101
   

THE TEN MOST IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS WHEN 

PURCHASING RENTAL PROPERTY 
1. Costs – What costs are associated with owning and renting the property? 

2. Occupancy Trends – Is the property fully occupied? What is the average vacancy 
rate? Do current tenants hold a month-to-month lease, or leases for a period of a 
year or more? On average, how many tenants are evicted each year for non-
payment of rent? 

3. Tenant History – How long have the current tenants resided there? Are they 
reliable? Are they current with their rent?  

4. Tenant Complaints – What complaints have the tenants made in the past year? 
Did those complaints concern the facility or other tenants? How were those 
complaints addressed? If the complaints concerned the facility, did the owner or 
an outside contractor correct the problems?  

5. Vacancy Rate of Comparable Units – What is the vacancy rate at other rental 
properties in the area? What is the average monthly rent for a unit of this size? 

6. Condition – What is the condition of the building? Is the foundation solid? Are 
the sewer and water lines, and heating and cooling systems operational? For 
example, what major repairs have been made in recent years? How soon will the 
heating and cooling system require replacement? How old is the roof? Do the 
windows meet current state and local energy standards or will they require 
further improvements?  

7. Real Estate Taxes – What is the most recent property tax assessment? How does 
that compare to similar rental properties in the area? Are any property taxes 
owed? Have any extraordinary assessments been made? What municipal 
improvements, such as new roadwork or sewer lines, are planned in the area in 
the near future? Will this result in an extraordinary assessment or increased 
property taxes?  

8. Zoning – Does the property meet zoning and building code requirements? Has 
it ever been cited for noncompliance? Has the property ever been the subject of 
litigation, liens, or other adverse actions? 

9. State and Local Laws – What state and local laws affect rental properties and/or 
landlords? Will those laws have an impact on operational costs?  

10. Parking – Does the property have off-street parking? If not, are there any 
restrictions on street parking that could have an impact on the attractiveness of 
the rental property to prospective tenants? 
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Transfer tax Ordinances 
Order form 

 

Enclosed is the latest update of Transfer Tax Ordinances. Don’t miss an opportunity to give Realtors®, lenders, and clients a wealth of
vital information and promote your real estate practice with a customized version (see reverse for sample). ATG will insert your name, 
firm name, address, phone, fax, and/or e-mail address at the top of the table. ATG updates this table as new information becomes
available – the people on your mailing list will receive a reminder of our services on a regular basis. To order your copies, please send
this completed form with your check payable to Attorneys’ Title Guaranty Fund, Inc., to the address at the bottom of this page. 
 
 

 MEMBER INFORMATION    
 Member Name:  Member No.:   
 Contact Person:   
 
 
 

 CUSTOM IMPRINT    
 Please type/print this information EXACTLY as you want it to appear at the top of your Transfer Tax Ordnances order.  
 Firm Name (Line 1):   
 Firm Name (Line 2):   
 Street Address:   
 City  State: Zip:  
 Phone: (          ) Fax:(          ) E-mail:   
 
 
 

 SHIPPING ADDRESS (No P.O. Boxes)  
 � Same as above  
 � Ship to the following address:  
 Firm Name:   
 Street Address:   
 City  State: Zip:  
 
 
 

 PRICING  
 ��Transfer Tax Ordinances is available in single issues or by a 4-issue subscription at a 20% discount. 

��Subscribers will receive their orders automatically as soon as each issue is published.  
 

 SINGLE ISSUE:  SUBSCRIPTION:   
 50 copies.....................................................$15.00  50 of each issue...........................................$48.00  
 100 copies.....................................................$25.00  100 of each issue...........................................$80.00  
 150 copies.....................................................$30.00  150 of each issue...........................................$96.00  
 200 copies.....................................................$35.00  200 of each issue.........................................$112.00  
 250 copies.....................................................$40.00  250 of each issue.........................................$128.00  
 Each add’l 50 copies over 250 .........................$5.00  Each add’l 50 copies over 250 .......................$16.00  
 
 
 

 ORDER 
  Quantity  Amount 
 � SUBSCRIPTION  $  
 � CURRENT ISSUE:   $  
 

 

  

Please send your completed order form with check 
payable to Attorneys’ Title Guaranty Fund, Inc., to: 

Ed Sudlow 
Attorneys’ Title Guaranty Fund, Inc. 
P.O. Box 9136 
Champaign, IL  61826-9136 
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